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WE OFFER FOR THE SPRING OF 1888 A LARGER
S t o c k  o f  F u r n i t u r e
T h a n  E v e r  o f  E v e r y  K in d  a n d  P r i c e ,
We have Carpets for 20, 25, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, 75 and 85 cents 
per yard. Tapestries, 75 cents and $1.00 per yard.
S  T  I R  _ A _  " W  i m :  _ A _  T  T  1 1 S T  Q -  s  r
12, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, jjo and 50 cents per yard.
OIL C L O T H S !
cents p e ly a r d .1 2 ' ^  3° ’ 35 ' « '  5 ° . *> 75
F I V E  TONS O F i W A L L  P A P E R !
rotl U r  I5' 20 and 25 Ce" tS N  rol'- Gi,tl * *  ■ »  v  and 30 cents per • Boiders, i, 2, 3, 4, up to 50 centd per yard.
W i n d o w  S h a d e s , W o o d  a n d  B r a s s  P o l e s , E t c ,
We Deliver all of our Furniture to our Customers Free of 
Expense to Them,
any
COME IN AND LOOK US OVER.
H e n r y  W .  O s g o o d
OPERA HOUSE BLOCK, PITTSFIELD, N, H.
  OF THE ----------
TOWN OFFICERS
ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TO W N  OF
COMPRISING THOSE OF THE
S e l e c t m e n , T r e a s u r e r , A u d i t o r s , S c h o o l  
B o a r d  a n d  T o w n  Cl e r k ;
FOR THE
Year ending March 1,1888.
P IT T S F IE L D , N . H.
T H E  A N A L E C T A  B O O K  A N D  JO B  P O W E R  P R E S S .

SELECTMEN’S REPORT,
The selectmen respectfully submit the following report o f  the 
expenditures o f  |the town o f Pittsfield, for the year eliding 
M arch 1 , 1888 :
SC H O O LS.
Appropriations, $3300 00
Literary Fund, 310 0G
---------------  $3G10 06
Paid James Griffin, treasurer school board, $3G10 06
F O R  B U IL D IN G  SC H O O L H O U SE .
Appropriation, $1000 00
Paid C. H. Lane, treasurer building com ., $800 00
S P E C IA L  A P P R O P R IA T IO N S .
Voted at last town meeting, $275 00
Paid N . S. Drake, treasurer Pittsfield Cem­
etery Association, $200 00
Josiah G ove, quartermaster Post 29,
‘ G . A . R ., 0  50 00
Ellery B . R ing, treasurer Congrega­
tional Society, care tower clock, 25 00
  $1075 00
T O W N  P O O R .
Appropriation, $300 00
Paid J. C. Nutter, for supplies, $ 29 25
Tow n Chichester, support o f  Locke
family, 148 83
F . E . Cummings, medical attendance, 57 75
  $235 83
C O U N T Y  PO O R .
N o appropriation.
Paid for the relief o f  county charges, as follows
L. A . Battis, $ 43
Charles W . Reynolds, 102
Eri Cook, 16
C. N . Buckman, 199
Ida L . Giles, 61
J. M . Mulligan, 73
Jones family, 416
Transient, 428
D O G  D A M A G E .
David L . Green, $ 3
C . H . Osgood, 5
S. J . Clark, 10
H . T . Gilman, 4
E . A . Brown, 3
S T R E E T  L IG H T S .
Appropriations,
Paid C. E . Brow n, cai’e o f  lights for ’ 8 6 -7 , $ 56
G . A . W ebster, care o f lights for 1887, 12
John Am m il, care o f  lights for 1887, 257
E. B. R ing, repairs on street lights, 3
C. M . Bailey, furnishings for lights, 69
Abram  French & C o., globes, 6
P. H . Adams & Son, oil, etc., 107
F IR E  D E P A R T M E N T .
Appropriations,
Paid S. H . Sargent, lumber and labor on
hose carriage, $ 8
C. E . Brown, care o f  fire at engine
house, 8
John Am m il, care o f  fire at engine house, 12
Pittsfield Aqueduct C o., for hydrants, 927
F . W . Brown, painting hose carriage, 3
Page & Cram, labor and material, 6
M oore & Hill, watching fire, 4





























Paid N . W . Adams, treasurer Babcock C o.,
F . W . Adam s, treasurer H . & L . C o., 
H . A . Tuttle, rubber goods,
L . A . Sherburne, steward engine house, 
W . A . M ack, oil,
C. C. Rogers, wood at engine house, 
Bay State Belting C o., for hose,
E . B . R ing, hardware,
T . W . Nutter, repairs on engine house,
F . C. M cCarthy, fitting wood,
J . A . W alker, cash paid for labor on 
reservoir,
C. H . Osgood, wood at engine house,
C. C. Rogers, labor on reservoir,















T O W N  O F F IC E R S.
Appropriations,
Paid C. E . Brown, police services, $ 11 00
F . O. G eorge, special police, 4 00
C. H . Elkins, “  “  4 00
D . S. Green, “  “  5 25
F . A . Pingree, “  “  4 00
J. G . L . Smith, police, • 25 00
E . K . W ebster, “  25 00
Thomas Sargent, “  25 00
J . A . Goss, treasurer, 75 00
F . D . Osgood, town clerk, 75 00
W illiam  Tasker, selectman, 100 00
C. C. Rogers, “  102 00
J. A . W alker, “  100 00
E . W . French, balance, selectman, 12 00
H. W . Osgood, auditor for 1886, 4 00
P. S. Elliott, supervisor for 1886, 16 00
J. G . Ladd, health officer for 1886, 15 00
F . O. G eorge, supervisor for 1886-7 , 25 00
W . E . Joy, “  “  1887, 10 00
Foster, Griffin and Randall, school
board, 150 00
Rogers and W alker, overseers o f  poor, 40 00
W . E . Joy , collector for 1887, 200 00
Foster and Elliott, health officers f o r ’87, 14 00
W . B. Hartwell, for fire wards, 45 00
SI 597 91 
S100Q 00
R E P A IR IN G  R O A D S .
Appropriation, $3000 00
Paid W illiam Tasker, 4 00
Geox-ge Tyler & C o., repairs for road
machine, 24 00
W . H . Tibbetts, 87 16
B. J . Carson, 131 29
G . W . Johnson, 8 85
J . H . French, 111 71
J. P. W atson, 37 43
J. A . W alker, labor filling bridges, 25 00
C. H . Sargent, 32 87
C. D . Berry, 7 62
J. Harvey, 18 60
D . L . Green, 6 50
M . M . Sauders, 10 15
S. S. Jenness, 33 66
J . A . W alker and others, planking bridge, 41 37
E . W . French, 11 00
S. J . W inslow , bridge plank, 66 76
J. A . W alker, “  “  63 90
R. L . French, “  42 00
C. C. Rogers, “  “  8 16
C. H . Lane, “  “  31 36
J . G . M orrill, 14 64
J. C. M cIntosh, 3 00
Francis Peaslee, 16 00
C. C. Rogers, 14 32
Paid in excess o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , --------------------- $951 35
B R E A K IN G  R O A D S .
Appropriations. $800 00
Paid W illiam  Tasker and others, district
N o. 20, $276 71
• E . W . French, 26 52
C. H . Chapman, 32 64
D . S. Gi’een, 6 67
W . H . Tibbetts, 40 75
J . P . Lang, 64 54
G . W . Johnson, 68 95 •
J. C. M cIntosh, 34 28
J. A . Barton, 59 81
W . E. Leavitt, 30 00
C. E . Peaslee, 67 26
A . P . James, 94 65
Paid M. M . Sanders, $43 80
A . J . M errill, 39 62
S. S. Jeuness, 84 73
C. W . Bennett, 51 00
J. G . M orrill, 118 76
C. H . Sargent, 72 00
C. D . Berry, 19 44
D. L . Green, 22 80
G . E . Drake, 42 38
J. E . Shaw, 29 79
J . A . W alker, 108 78
---------------  $1435 88
One hundred and fifty dollars ($150 ) o f  this is for the 
present winter.
C U R R E N T  E X P E N S E S .
Appropriation, $700 00
Paid D . K . Foster, school books, $18 93
Griffin & M axfield, lumber, 41 50
J . B. Giles, fitting wood, 1 00
G . E. Drake, for wood, 5 00
O. H . A . Chamberlen, printing-, 41 00
A . B. Com e, sawdust for Town H all, 2 00
C. H . Yeaton, school books, 5 15
E . H. Shannon, legal services, 10 00
G . F . Berry, insurance, 30 00
W illiam  Tasker, use o f  horse, 7 45
J . G . L. Smith, iron work, 19 85
John A m m il, labor, 14 25
J . G . L . Smith, fees in Thomas case, 19 02 
Levi Clark, reporting births and deaths, 1 00 
C. M . Bailey, labor and material on
water tub, 7 11
J. G . L . Smith, Peter Come case, 12 60
C. M . Bailey, labor and material on
engine house, 26 60
C. M . Bailey, fees in Thomas case, 2 00
E. A . Lane, legal services, 4 00
J . C. Sanborn, care o f  criminals, 6 00
J . W . Smith, damage to horse, 10 00
F. L . W right, castings for road machine, 4 95
G . A . W ebster, labor on reservoir and
water tubs, 28 50
C. H . M orrill, for sand, 16 85
P aid  Lawrence Chapin, labor on reservoir 
and sewers,
P . S. Elliott, repairing road machine, 
W . B . Hartwell, lumber and labor,
E . B . Bing, hardware,
H . W . Bachelder, iron work,
J . F . Kaim e, damage to wagon,
G . M . M oore, wood,
Jason W inkley, labor and material,
G . H . H . Silsby & Son, for books, 
D avid G oodwin, iron work,
H . W . Bachelder, iron work,
M . E . Brown, labor on water tubs,
C . M . Bailey, execution,
Nelson Gauthier, lanterns and oil,
S . J . W inslow , lumber,
F . E . Cram, damage to team,
F . D . Osgood, recording births and 
deaths,
F . J . Aiken, reporting births and 
deaths,
F . E . Cummings, reporting births and 
deaths,
John W heeler, reporting births and 
deaths,
P . H . Adam s & Son, nails, cement, 
etc.,
Evans & Page, shavings,
H . L . Brown, express,
C . Labarne, labor,
A . A . French, for door,
T . P . Tuck, nails, etc.,
S E W E R S.
N o appropriations.
Paid J . A . W alker, for labor,
C . M . Bailey, pipe, etc ,
John Am m il, labor,
M . H . Nutter, pipe,
T . W . Nutter, labor,
C . C . Rogers, “



































A B A T E M E N T S .
c . 0 . Emerson, over tax, $1 97
E . A . Brown, water tub, 1886 -7 , 6 00
J . A . W alker, “ 4 • 4 4 6 00
J . Harvey, 4 4 4 4 3 00
H.. Page, 4 4 4 * 3 00
E . A . Davis, 3 00
J . C. Foss. % 4 44 3 00
E. C. Emerson. 4 4 3 00
E . B. Ring, 4 4 4 . 3 00
D . M . Lovejoy, over 70 years old, 1 63
■C. E. Perkins, abatement o f tax paid in
Medbury, 2 20
( '.  C. R O G E R S , | Selectmen 
J. A . W A L K E R , j o f  Pittsfield.
TREASURER’S REPORT.
In compliance with the law the following report o f  the Treasur­
er o f the Town o f Pittsfield, N. H ., for the financial year ending 
March 1, 1888, is respectfully submitted:
R E C E IP T S .
Cash on hand March 1, 1887, $1917 58
D . K . Foster, on account o f  schools, 12 68
W illiam  Tasker, proceeds Liquor A gency, 52 00
“ • “  execution against David
H ill, ' 35 00
C. C. Rogers, brick and lumber, 28 64
Show Licenses, 46 00
State Treasurer, insurance tax, 33 00
railroad tax, 401 86
*• savings bank tax, 3065 37
“  literary fund, 310 06
George N . Foss, labor on sewers, 7 50
Merrimack County, support o f poor, 1339 04
Frank D . Osgood, billiard hall licenses, 38 00
W alter E. Joy , collector o f  taxes, 1887, 14149 92
$21,436  65-
E X P E N D IT U R E S .
State tax, 
County tax,






CO U PO N S.
£ 255 00 
2400 00
Paid orders drawn by Selectmen, 
Cash on hand March 1, 1888,
$4120 92
$2655 00 
12871 77  
1788 96
$21436 65
—  11 —
A S S E T S .
Stock o f liquors on hand, $141 25
Sewer pipe and traps. 12 00
Road machine, 100 00
Plow , 12 00
Cash on hand March 1, 1S88, 1788 96
Due from Walter E. Joy , collector, 1887,, 1474 10
Suncook Valley Railroad Stock, 10000 00
$13,528 31
Bonded debt and interest, $50416 67
Coupons due January 1, 1888, 100 00
Total liabilities, $50,516 67
Less assets, 13,528 31
Liabilities o f  town March 1, 1888, $36,988 36
Reduction o f  debt from last year, $1348.63.
JO H N  A . L O S S , Treasurer.
W e, the undersigned, certify that we have examined the books 
and accounts o f  the Town Treasurer and Selectmen, and find 
them correct and support- d by proper vouchers.
T R U E  H . M A X  F IE L D , )  
C H A R L E S  M. B A IL E Y , f  Auditors. 
H E N R Y  W . O SG O O D , )
P i t t s f i e l d , N. II., March 6 ,  1888.
SCHOOL REPORT.
The School Board o f  Pittsfield respectfully submit their an­
nual report for the school year ending March 1, 1888.
The appropriation made by the town at the last annual meet­
ing for the support o f  the public schools, and the manner in which 
it has been expended, appear in the following general statem ent:
SC H O O L R E V E N U E .
Balance on hand March 1, 1887, $12 68
Raised by the town, 3300 00
Literary Fund, 310 06
Tuition received from High School patrons, 7 60
---------------  $3630 34
E X P E N D IT U R E S .
F or teaching and board,
fuel and care o f  buildings, 
repairs and miscellaneous expenses, 
rent,
Balance, • $126 86
The second school year under the town system is completed. 
It has been in some respects phenomenal.
V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s .
A t the commencement of the year it was found necessary to 
provide some place suitable for the High school, the school rooms 
o f  the village being no longer sufficient to accomodate all the 
o-rades. The selectmen o f the town with characteristic courtesy 
and good will, (for which all thanks), tendered to the school 
board the use o f  Engine Hall for this school, which was presently 
fitted up, and the school has there enjoyed for three terms a par­
tial foretaste o f  the modern equipments o f  a school room , o f  which 
they hope soon to experience the full fruition, in the new school 





---------------  $3503 48
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And do we not mistake ? Are we really any nearer a new school 
house in the village than we were one year ago? Y es,— if we are 
destined, while time lasts, to have such a thing, we are undoubt­
edly, by the almanac, three hundred and sixty-five days nearer to 
it than we were one year ago,— just as we are nearer death and 
any future event, by every day or year we live. But are we any 
nearer to a new school house in the sense o f  any preparation and 
practical effort to build it? Verily, that is a hard question. W ho 
can answer it?
The First and Second Grammar schools were organized in 
the Academ y building. The schools in these rooms last year 
seemed so ill-starred under male teachers that the board were in­
duced to try teachers from the opposite division o f the human 
family. Miss Nellie S. Brown was elected for, the F ir s t ; M iss 
Harriet C. Kimball for the Second. They went to their work 
with heart and soul, and i f  the goddess o f  retributive justice had 
appeared on the scene, the change o f affairs could not have been 
more sudden nor more radical— system and method taking the 
place o f  chaos and confusion ; business displacing idleness ; study, 
play. It was as if  a new light and a new atmosphere had en­
veloped and permeated the old Academ y, extending their good in­
fluence over the park and the street, too. Miss Brown remained 
in successful charge o f  her school through the year. Miss K .,  
though possessing idiosyncrasies which the board were ready to 
wink at rather than hazard another change o f  teachers, decided at 
a date quite too late for a frank business transaction, not to re­
turn to the fall term. Miss Harriet F . Tuttle, not desiring to 
teach, kindly consented to supply till we should procure another 
teacher. Her term o f  service was o f  three weeks’ duration. 
Never were the voluntary efforts o f  an estimable lady and a 
thoroughly competent teacher more shamefully misappreciated by 
a school, we suppose that the scripture might be fulfilled— “ a 
prophetess is not without honor,”  etc. Such is the depth o f  
human depravity. The gods next provided Clara B. Messer o f 
New London for us. She couldn’t do it. She was better versed 
in the science of “ how not to do it .”  The evil star o f  the school 
was again in the ascendant. This is one o f  the phenomenal por­
tions o f  our report. The school was supplied with a teacher for 
the winter term by the promotion o f  Miss Ring from the Inter­
mediate school. She knew how to do it and did it. The school 
at the close o f  the term and year, had retrieved in a large meas­
ure their fall iu deportment and rank.
M rs. Annie B. Lane was at length honored by the long de­
sired promotion, and was transferred from Primary N o. 1 to 
Miss R ing ’ s place in the Intermediate.
Miss Hattie Chase, a teacher o f  long experience in the work
—  14 —
o f  this grade, was put in charge o f Mrs. Lane’ s former school.
Miss Ella F . D ow  has filled up another year with good works 
in Primary N o. 2. 8Xb' 81b
And so, on looking over the field, diversified as it has been, 
and comparing results, the board are glad to say that in their 
judgment our village schools have been decidedly better than last 
year— better taught, better governed, better behaved.
T h e  U p p e r  C i t y  S c h o o l .
The summer term o f this school was taught very acceptably 
by Miss Addle M . Drake. The patrons o f the school were de­
prived o f their fall term for reasons to be gathered from the- fo l­
lowing account o f  matters connected with schools and school 
houses in that neighborhood during the past year.
In the warrant for the last annual meeting o f the I own 
School District, the following article was inserted :
T o  see what sum or sums o f  money the district w ill raise, 
by taxation or otherwise, for building, purchasing, renting, re­
pairing or removing such school houses aud outbuildings as the 
wants o f  the district require, procuring laud, and providing suit­
able furniture and apparatus and needful conveniences therefor, 
and t© procure aud pay for insuring its buildings and property 
against fire, and to choose all necessary committees and agents 
therefor.
Under this article it was voted to build a new school house 
for the accommodation o f  the Upperv City school.^ The discus­
sion o f the matter o f  the appropriation evolved the fact that from 
seven to eight hundred dollars would be ample to procure land, 
build such a school house and outbuildings as the wants o f  the 
school required, and provide suitable furniture and needful con­
veniences therefor. Y et, after listening to statements as to the 
amount annually required from the school money tor the general 
purposes o f  repairing, renting and properly furnishing the various 
school rooms o f  the district, the meeting generously voted to laise 
the sum of one thousand dollars to cover all the details of the ar­
ticle on which they were acting. Under the vote and the light of 
the discussion which led to it, the school board feel that they had 
a right to claim, or at least to expect, two hundred dollars from 
this appi'opriation to apply to the general objects above referred 
to, and relieve the actual needs ©f the various schools aud school 
rooms throughout the district.
However, a committee was chosen to build the school house 
and outbuildings and provide the needful conveniences called for 
by the previous vote. The committee immediately went to work 
or to play with the jo b  and with the Upper City people ; and with 
it and them, they worked and played and played and worked till
—  15 —
the “ summer was past and the harvest ended,”  (the committee 
meanwhile harvesting eight hundred dollars of the appropriation 
into their own pockets) ; the scholars o f  the Upper City receiving 
but eleven weeks o f  school prior to February ; when the district 
awoke from a “ sweet dream o f peace”  to be. confronted by their 
buildiDg committee with the offer o f  the new school house, out­
buildings, and appurtenances all complete, accompanied with the 
modest ̂ request that the district briefly and gracefully accept the 
same, and not ask many immaterial questions. Subsequent in­
vestigation showed that neither the buildings nor the furniture 
were such as the wants o f  the school required ; that the committee 
still held a claim against the district ot about two hundred and 
fifty dollars ; that they could furnish the district no valid title to 
the land on which the buildings were erected ; and finally, that the 
acceptance o f these buildings was modified, or amplified, by the 
complimentary adjunct o f  a trespass lawsuit with the owner of the 
laud.
/ ' " ’The district, unable to see these latter appurtenances in the sense 
o f  “ needful conveniences,”  very readily came to the conclusion 
not to accept the doings o f  the building committee, and so voted. 
Immediately upon the refusal o f  the district to accept the new 
school house, the board commenced to put the old one in passable 
order for a winter term. Pending the discussion o f  the question 
o f  accepting the new school house, the school board had a teacher 
in readiness, as they supposed, to commence the school as soon as 
the question should be decided. Her name was Sargent. But 
before the old school house was made ready to receive her, she 
proved to be a veritable Sargent-af-cmns— one of those unfortu­
nate things that are never happy unless they are miserable, and 
whose happiness is invariably in the direct ratio to ihe misery 
they cause others. The board were delighted when the news* 
reached them on the Monday morning that the school was to com ­
mence, that their teacher was on board the Concord train headed 
north, for some clime, they prayed, better adapted to her blood.
The other schools in the district having closed in the mean­
tim e, the board had a good reserve corps o f teachers to draw from, 
and Miss Hattie F . R ing, who had been employed in the village 
Intermediate and Second Grammar for the last two years, was 
called  into the field. Miss R ing, always ready for every"good 
w ord and work, was on hand and opened the winter term of the 
U pper City school, Tuesday morning, February 14, the clandes­
tine flight o f  the first employe having caused a delay o f  barely 
s ix  hours, school time. The school is still in prosperous and 
happy session in the old brick school house, drawing daily lots of 
solid  comfort as they behold the new edifice opposite, from the 
hortatory distich—
D o w b o r o u g h .
The register o f  this school carries the names of thirty-six 
different pupils aod shows at the same time an average daily at­
tendance o f  barely nineteen— one more than half the number en­
rolled. This means when put into plain English that half o f  the 
pupils have not interest enough for themselves to attend the school 
with any profitable degree o f regularity and constancy, and worse* 
that the parents have not enough interest for themselves nor their 
children to make them attend. A  broad aud iuviting field for- 
missionary work is this D owborough, aijd quite near home, too. 
The school board solicit offers from faborers for this field. M rs. 
Caswell in the candid discharge o f  a Christian duty, gave her pu^ 
pils a few plain practical lessons on the scriptural virtue antecedent 
to godliness, which, we regret, were not well received, and not a. 
few left the school, wounded in their feelings and their features. 
Let us pity them. After all this, the register still presents one 
notable example— Simeon P . Locke, against whose name there- 
stands neither mark o f  tardiness, dismissal nor other absence, for 
the entire nineteen weeks o f M rs. Caswell’ s administration. 
“ H ail, hail, brave friend ! ”  Shak.
A nd here we offer to those for whom this school is main­
tained the following piece of gentle admonition ; that, unless the 
register shall hereafter show a properly increased per cent of reg­
ular and constant attendance, it may become the duty o f the- 
school board to take steps to enforce the compulsory attendance 
law there, and possibly to promote a few candidates to the insti­
tution belonging to the state, down on the Merrimack in the sub­
urbs o f  Manchester.
O f the other schools iu the district, that o f  the Mountain,, 
o f Tilton H ill, and Jenness Pond, it seems unnecessary to speak, 
in detail. The statistical table furnishes all the important in for­
mation in regard to them, and we believe it is generally best to 
let well enough alone. The closing examination ot these schools 
coming during the blizzard week, the superintendent was unable 
to be present. W e hear nothing but good o f them.
D . K . F O S T E R , \ s  , Ruard 
JA M E S  G R IF F IN , j Sc
A D D E N D A .
A t t:he annual meeting o f  the Pittsfield School District in 
March last I  had the honor to be chosen to fill the unexpired term 
o f  the second member o f  the board o f  education, and immedi- 
ateiy took the oath o f  office as prescribed by law.
In assuming the office I  had no ambition to satisfy, no ene­
m iesto  punish, no friends to reward, but was influenced solely by 
a willingness to contribute so far as I might be able by virtue o f  
twenty years o f  experience in connection with schools, to the ed­
ucational welfare o f  the youth in our community.
Recognizing the many complaints on the part o f  citizens res­
pecting the inadequacy o f  our schools, and observing the fatal 
and frequent changes in teachers in many o f  the grades, I  mod­
estly felt that as the voters o f  the district had assigned me to this 
position I  might during the year find something to suggest, in the 
way of improvement which would at least be worthy o f consider­
ation by the honorable board.
I  assumed that the board was made up o f three members 
each enjoying equal rights with the others and each to be charge­
able lor his share o f  the responsibility in the conduct o f  affairs re­
lating to schools. I  waited in eager expectancy after qualifying 
for for a notification to meet the other members o f  the
board for the purpose o f  organization, thinking such a course 
proper inasmuch as two new members had been elected and the 
old organization was therefore defunct, and also from the language 
of last year s report which I quote : “ The board at once organ­
ized by the election o f  D. K . Foster, chairman and secretary, and 
M r. A . L . Page, treasurer,”  assuming that i f  there was a necessi­
ty or propriety in organizing last year it would not be out o f  or­
der to follow that as a precedent this year. The notification did 
not come. It has not arrived up to this date, and if there is a 
chairman o f  the board he must have been self-appointed so far as 
my knowledge extends. Not only have I  been shut out from the 
hign honor o f  serving as chairman or secretary, but I have also 
been excluded from the deliberations o f  the board and even denied 
the sweet privilege o f  attaching my autograph to the. eloquently 
worded call for the next annual meeting, notwithstanding the fact 
that I  informed the members early in the year that I  would be
ready at all times to attend to the legitimate business o f  the board
2
In attempting to suggest anything in relation to the condition 
o f  the schools or matters financial I  am somewhat limited in my 
knowledge from the following facts :
I  was not invited, nor did I take any part in the classifica­
tion o f scholars or their promotion in the opening term of the 
year, although I  would have been happy to assist in that duty.
I do not know how much any o f the teachers have received 
as salary during the year, not having been informed, so o f  course 
cannot tell if  they have been profitable or otherwise.
I  have not examined any applicants for positions as teach­
ers, but presume they have been found competent by some one.
I  have not been allowed to know when any school was to be­
gin or close, save as I have learned it incidentally on the street.
I  have not known when old teachers have been discharged 
and new ones hired save by observation.
From  these tacts it must strike the average mind that the 
board o f education in a country town is rather a close corporation 
with few open sessions, and it is a source o f extreme regret on my 
part that in consequence o f  this lack o f  data my ability to serve 
the district has been materially diminished.
Having alluded to many things that I  do not know, it may 
now be proper for me to state a few things I do know.
On visiting the schools in the spring term, after classification 
had been completed, I  found in the First Grammar school 27 pu­
pils ; in the Second Grammar 34, and in the Primary grade 63. 
I  felt called upon to suggest promoting a class from the schools 
below, thus relieviug the Primary school and making a new class 
in the First Grammar. I  am happy to say that the suggestion 
was reluctantly complied with after several mouths.
I  desire to state that though not at any time consulted in the 
matter, I  have not as yet found any necessity for the opening o f  a 
school in Engine Hall, so called, aud shutting up a room which 
could have been put in repair for a small sum, and which had 
been used for school purposes for generations. N or can I  see the 
necessity for closing a school room while forty or more o f  child­
ren who can neither read nor write go through the entire year 
without the amount o f  school required by law.
I  find in the report for last year the following language: 
“ The board fervently deprecates the pratice of going abroad 
for an education. W e ought to be able to provide all the means 
for a thorough education at hom e.”
I desire to emphasize this language and to suggest without 
any reflection on teachers that we have not yet all that we need, 
evidently, i f  it be true that while $500 have been expended for 
high school scholars in town, more than $2500 have been paid for 
board, clothing and tuition for the same grade o f  scholars out ot 
town.
In towns where high schools are provided with proper re­
sources and apparatus scholars are trained at home for admission 
to college, and none comparatively ai-e sent out o f  town for 
preparation.
The district ought to do no less at its next meeting than to 
authorize the purchase o f a good lot and proceed as rapidly as 
possible in the near future to erect a building for school purposes 
which will be a credit to the voters, an ornament to the town, and 
a blessing to the generations to follow.
In the meantime let those who are now in school be given 
the best possible advantages. Let your appropriations be reason­
ably liberal. Let the supervision be careful and judicious. 
Let personal interests sink out o f  sight in a desire 
for the general good. Compel attendance on the part o f  pupils 
who legally should be in school instead o f being in idleness, for 
it is a truism that ignorance is the mother of vice, and not less a 
truism that there is an aristocracy o f intellect.
Respectfully submitted,
F . E . R A N D A L L , 
For the Minority.
—  20  —
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-j3-“  mo  «, «k °  ~&C-̂ «ii — .2 ŜH•- 5sj= ■Ss'SSb--CSsi £ 2 £ :3'5>s o -ss>S'oi< — o — -= 3  <“ — -2 N_B g gjobOHb kiaaa 
^ § ¥ §  £ %  -  -  
S& 'iS ’S 1 ^ 5
.3 S H .3  &l) CO * « 3 S
. d *3 c3 <2 * £©WW§o ^  g'gS
l i i s  *
hJ ° 9'® o "O "olifllsJ 11
| S a | o g | | | §
^ ~ £ ^ £  u 
s § a |
O O O S3
B B B fe
t» K S ® 
3 3 3 0 0 0 ^ 0  
B B f ^ B
Gogaj: s g i  ^gcags - -
Er " S fcj J
g 5  S 5 5 g -
CB 02
^ 0 ^
“ | 2 3 2 la ' ”g2  b|
S a l l ' i l l  §*§111s f i S S u  E '343  g  2
^ 3 S S S pq* 2 mS 2 5  b
< »o ^  SO ^  lO
<M rt< »; 1>- ^  t toD CO tO gQ 
O
•2 3■ S o ®
2  -, _  fc, a 
; l ^ l 2 l >l | p 5 | ,
: <>>1 ^  * y fe
5 S S s j  S r  0 5 2 ^ 0  
shfMBSB^tfBhOW
•-9 <1 X iO
T. F. G A Y  & C O M P A N Y
H ave the most
eofvrpirre um  or statiouehy
T o be found in Pittsfield. Inks, M ucilage. Pens aud Pencils, 
Blank Books. Slates,
W RITIN G  PAPER
O f the finest quality, all sizes and envelopes to match, at lowest 
prices. W e also have the best line o f  Fancy Goods and Confectionery to 
be found in the place. W e are headquarters for all shades o f  Worsteds 
and Yarn of the best quality. Agents for all Magazines and Story Papers, 
Libraries, Books and School Supplies. • Also agents for
H. E. Conant’s S team Laundry, Concord, N, H.
T. F. G a y  & C o m p a n y ,
Elm S tree t,  Pittsfield, N. H.
T o  t h e  L a d i e s  o f  P i t t s ? ie l d  a n d  V i c i n i t y !
Remember that
J o s i e  H a r v e y  C l o u g h , M a i n  S t r e e t ,
Has the'
r i lE S T  STOCK Of MIUIHIEfcY
In Town.
L ates t S ty les anb Jftost Reasonable P rices .
Also a FulPILine of
MATERIALS FOR FANCY W O R K .
Stamping Done to Order.
J O S I E  H A R Y E Y  G L O U G H ,  9*-
Main S tree t ,  Pittsfield, N. H.
EVERY VOTER,
Whatever his politics, should see that his name is on the subscription
list of
TffE A H A liV T A ,  THE BEST
Country W eekly in New Hampshire.
$1.00 - Only One Dollar a Year. - $1.00
O U T  P I T T S F I E 1L 3D
Can buy anything they desire in the line of
W R A P P IN G  PAPEB, PAPER BAGS,
B A Y  & 1 M E 1 S © H »
PUBLISHERS, FINE PRINTERS, AND PAPER DEALERS,
O P E R A  B L O C K ,  P IT T S F IE L D .
N E W  M A R K E T !
de4 S  s r s ' G Y W o V Y r i f S  -
public generally a good opportunity to purchase then
M EATS AT REASONABLE PRICES.
I shall keep in stock
CHOICE MEAtS, VEGETABLE*,
Canned Corned Beef, Salmon, etc. Green Stuffs, in 
their Season.
_  .-a B S  SBS55= ; r w r - s : „ £ :
the place, Bank Street, Pittsfield, N. H.
J . C. N U T T E  R .
Also in the same building a Choice Lot of
GROCERIES, YE SS SEED, GOSN,
Meal, Oats, Phosphates, etc., for Sale at Bottom Prices.
C all in and see us. W e can benefit you.
A. A. BALCH & COMPANY.
